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Gen er a l  I n t r od u ct ion  

 

This sum m er saw the second sit t ing of the I nternat ional GCSE Gujarat i 

4GU0/ 01.  The paper was considered suitable and appropriate for a whole 

range of abilit ies.  The overall perform ance of candidates was of a good 

standard. Candidates dem onst rated a secure knowledge of the language 

and an enjoym ent  of the subject .  Many candidates dem onst rated their  

knowledge and understanding of gram m at ical rules with accuracy with an 

appropriate form al style of Gujarat i.  

 

The m ajority of candidates m anaged to dem onst rate their  t ranslat ion skills 

for both English to Gujarat i and Gujarat i to English. They showed their  

flexibilit y in com m unicat ion in writ ing essays and let ters in Gujarat i.  

Candidates were successful in m anipulat ing the language accurately to 

organise facts and ideas, present ing explanat ions, opinions and inform at ion 

in writ ing. 

 

More able candidates dem onst rated extensive vocabulary, idiom s and 

st ructure, a secure grasp of tense concept /  t im e reference, use of m ore 

com plex st ructures and a clear abilit y to m anipulate language to suit  the 

task. 

 

Other candidates acquit ted them selves well and were accurate, however 

their  range was fair ly lim ited.  Therefore, they lost  the opportunity to 

dem onst rate a wider range of the language, which could have im proved 

their  overall m ark for quality.   Candidates m isunderstood som e points and 

som e m ajor om issions with a degree of irrelevance and repet it ion. There 

was som e evidence of correct  t im e sequences however, the m ajor ity 

showed a degree of inconsistency. Marks for Quality of Language were fair ly 

accurate but  there were a few inconsistencies in the applicat ion of 

gram m ar, syntax and m orphology when at tem pt ing m ore com plex 

language. Less able candidates often m ade basic errors for style and 

gram m ar. Cent res m ust  ensure that  candidates are fam iliar with the 

requirem ents of the exam  in order for candidates to score m arks in these 

areas.  

 

 



 

Qu est ion  1  

 

The m ajor ity of candidates perform ed very well.   Som e candidates used the 

English vocabulary for certain words eg ‘Thursday’, ‘aunt ’,  ‘three weeks’ and 

a few candidates m isinterpreted ‘grandpa’ as ‘grandm a’.  There was som e 

evidence of the use of correct  gram m ar for t ranslat ion. 

 

 

Qu est ion   2   

 

Transm ission:  m any showed a clear grasp of detail and excellent  t ransfer of 

inference, nuance and idiom . 

 

The m ajor ity of candidates enjoyed t ranslat ing in Gujarat i and showed their  

t ransm ission skill by providing a full t ranslat ion of the original text  with a 

grasp of m ost  detail,  nuance and idiom . 

 

However, som e candidates failed to t ransm it  successfully as som e 

st raight forward sect ions were often m isunderstood.  

 

Quality of Language:  som e candidates showed high levels of accuracy 

overall with occasional basic errors, usually in m ore com plex language.  

They used a wide range of lexis and st ructures appropriate to the task with 

an appropriate tone, concept  and t im e sequence.  On the other hand, other 

responses showed inaccuracies in basic gram m ar, these usually were short  

and st raight forward;  lexis and st ructures appropriate to the task tended to 

be adequate with several item s unknown.  Som e candidates m isunderstood 

large sect ions.  There seem ed to be lit t le awareness of tense concept /  t im e 

sequence and there were m any basic errors in all aspects of gram m ar. 

There were a few candidates who did not  at tem pt  the quest ion. 

 

There were som e very interest ing Gujarat i vocabular ies used by candidates 

such as for the ‘newly wed bride’, var ious Gujarat i vocabulary were used – 

‘લાડ , નવપ રણત, વ ,ુ ક યા, ુ હન, વગેર.’  For the goddess of wealth – ‘પૈસાની 
દવી, ધનની ભગવાન, પૈસાની ભગવતી, દાનના દવી, દોલતની દવી, સ ૃ ની દવી, િપયાની 
દવી, વગેર. ’ All of the vocabulary related to wealth.  For ‘head of the 

household’ candidates  used – ‘ ુ યા, મકાનમા લક. ’   

 

Qu est ion  3   

 

Most  of the candidates perform ed very well in this sect ion.  There was som e 

m isinterpret ing for som e words such as ‘મા ૃદન’              .  This was t ranslated as 

‘Nat ional Day’ or ‘I ndependence Day’.  ‘Mothers Day’ was t ranslated instead 

of Mother’s Bir thday.   

 

Som e candidates rather than sim ply t ranslat ing the task added their  own 

ideas and explained as they were writ ing essays. They showed the flavour 

of their  own experiences of celebrat ing Diwali or their  bir thdays.  The ext ra 

m aterial added such as the shir t  was m isunderstood as t rousers or suit , the 



 

word ‘Reshm i sari’ ( silk sari)  had been m isunderstood as a different  colour 

sari such as orange, brown, cream  etc.  

 

On the whole candidate perform ance was higher on Quest ion 3 than 

Quest ion 2, although there were sim ilar errors for Transm ission and Quality 

of Language.  

 

Qu est ion  4   

 

I n this quest ion there are four opt ions for candidates to choose from .  

 

1.  I s plant ing t rees im portant  for the environm ent? Give your viewpoints 

and reasons. 

 

Most  of the candidates understood the task and m anaged to dem onst rate 

their  knowledge.  However the m ost  able candidates perform ed very well.   

They expressed their ideas as they really cared for the environm ent  and 

were concerned about  the future generat ion.  The candidates expressed 

their  views and opinions on how m uch t ree plant ing is im portant  and 

beneficial for hum an beings.  

 

2.  What  do you think about  influence of ‘Bollywood Film s’ on young people 

today? 

 

Candidates shared their  thoughts about  the good and bad effects of 

Bollywood film s on young people.  Many seem ed to be angry about  

violence, m odern clothing and adopt ion of bad habits such as sm oking, 

alcohol and drugs shown in the film s. On the other hand, they explained the 

advantages of Bollywood film s such as gaining of I ndian culture awareness, 

exhibit ing I ndian arts, adaptat ion of good and posit ive things, learn to 

becom e a good hum an being, learn to respect  parents and use of m odern 

technology. 

 

3.  What  are your views on the Olym pic Gam es London 2012?  Give your  

opinions and reasons. 

 

The candidates showed their  interest  in sports and taking part  in the 

Olym pics for the benefit  of their  count ry.  Most  wrote about  their  favourite 

sports personality and the life style of London.  They felt  it  was the r ight  

place to hold the Olym pics. 

 

4.  You have organised a party to celebrate the end of exam inat ions.  Write 

a let ter to your fr iend invit ing him / her, and giving details of the party. 

 

This was the m ost  popular of all four quest ions. Candidates showed their  

excitem ent  for a party, concern about  school colleagues and their  

organisat ional skill for arranging the party. 

 



 

 

Gr ad e Bou n d ar ies 

 

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website 

on this link:  

ht tp: / / www.edexcel.com / iwant to/ Pages/ grade-boundaries.aspx 
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